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Mary Stafford Anthony was born on April 2, 1827, to Daniel and Lucy Read Anthony, in 
Battenville (Washington County), New York. Her father was a liberal Quaker (Society of 
Friends) abolitionist, and although her mother had been raised a Baptist, the Anthony family 
were raised as Quakers. Anthony had three sisters and two brothers. One of her older sisters 
was Susan B. Anthony.

Anthony’s father was at various times a shopkeeper, the owner and manager of cotton mills, a 
farmer, and an insurance agent. While the family lived in Battenville, her father, then a thriving 
mill owner, established a school in his house for his children and many of those in the 
neighborhood. It was there that Anthony received much of her early education.

During the Panic of 1837, Daniel Anthony lost everything, and he and his family were almost 
forced to give up all they owned to auction. Their most personal belongings were saved only 
when Anthony’s uncle, Joshua Read, bid for them and returned them to the family.

In 1839, the Anthonys moved to Hardscrabble (later called Center Falls), New York. When 
Anthony was seventeen years old, she followed the footsteps of her older sister Susan and 
became a teacher. She taught at a district school in Fort Edward, "boarded ’round" with district 
families and received $1.50 per week for her labors.

In late 1845, Anthony moved with her family to a small farm in Gates, west of Rochester (NY). 
She stayed at home for the next eight years, helping with the farm and the household and 
studying in her spare time. In 1852, attracted by the preaching of the liberal minister William 
Henry Channing, Anthony began to attend the Unitarian Church. In later years, she spoke of 
her reasons for attending the Church’s Unity Club.

Those of you, who when young loved music, can appreciate my pleasure in the change from 
the long and often silent Quaker meeting, broken at last only by the hand-shaking, to one 
where instrumental and vocal music was followed by a good sermon, interesting to old and 
young alike, and then more music. The liberal preaching of William Henry Channing in 1852 
proved so satisfactory that it was not long before this was our accepted church home.

In 1854, Anthony decided to return to teaching. She taught one year at a district school and 
another in a private school at Easton, New York, prior to returning to Rochester. She began 
teaching in Rochester’s public schools in 1856. In 1860, she served a stint as acting principal in 
one of the City’s public schools. There, she demanded and received pay equal to a man, a 
highly unusual accomplishment. In 1868, she became principal in her own right of Ward School 
No. 2 in Rochester. She remained there until she resigned from the profession in 1883.

In 1862, Anthony’s father died. The family farm was eventually sold, and Anthony moved with 
her mother to Rochester, living first on North Street and finally settling at 17 Madison Street. In 
1870, Lucy Read Anthony became an invalid, and for the last six years of her life until her 
death in 1880, she was entirely helpless. Anthony assumed primary responsibility for her care.

In addition to her teaching and caregiving roles, Anthony also proved willing to come to the aid 
of her older sister Susan. In 1870, when Susan’s journal The Revolution was in financial straits, 
Anthony not only loaned her sister money to help save the journal; she also spent a sweltering 



New York City summer working in the journal’s office, while Susan traveled to raise money and 
attract subscribers.

Susan often expressed appreciation that her younger sister generally assumed the 
responsibility of caring for ill and dependent family members, thereby allowing Susan to devote 
her energies to women’s rights activities. The Anthony sisters’ respect and appreciation was 
mutual, however, and their relationship symbiotic. As a teacher, Anthony applauded her older 
sister’s work on behalf of women’s rights. In 1870, she sent Susan a gift of $50, saying that the 
sum was "not a present, merely, but a debt for ‘services rendered.’". She noted that "had there 
been no agitation for the last twenty years...we teachers might still be working for $1 per week 
and 'boarding ‘round’".

Although Anthony was to remain in the shadow of her famous older sister, she was a suffrage 
activist in her own right. Her interest in women’s rights, in fact, preceded that of her sister. On 
August 2, 1848, she attended the Adjourned Convention in Rochester of the First Woman’s 
Rights Convention and, together with her father and mother, signed the Declaration of 
Sentiments. In November of 1872, she was one of the women who, along with her sister 
Susan, voted in the presidential election. Anthony again attempted to register to vote in 1873, 
this time unsuccessfully. In 1878, she acted as a Monroe County delegate when the National 
Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA) held its convention in Rochester, New York, to celebrate 
the thirtieth anniversary of the first woman’s rights convention.

Anthony’s mother died on April 3, 1880. Shortly afterwards, Anthony rented out the lower part 
of the house on Madison Street, living in the rooms upstairs and eating with her tenants. She 
resigned her position as school principal in 1883.

Anthony stepped up her women’s rights activities in the mid-1880s. She was instrumental in 
establishing the Women’s Political Club (later renamed the Political Equality Club). It was at her 
home that a number of interested women gathered in December of 1885; by March of 1886, 
the organization was fully formed and a president had been elected. Anthony herself was to 
assume the presidency of the organization in 1892. She served in this capacity for the next 
eleven years.

Anthony was to prove an activist president of the Political Equality Club (PEC). During her first 
year in office, the Club organized a drive to convince the City Council to include a women’s 
suffrage clause in the City’s new charter. The Club obtained a set of enrollment books and 
embarked upon a survey of the city in order to provide numbers to influential groups on how 
many residents favored woman suffrage. Although a partial survey was completed with 
impressive results, the City declined to seriously consider the suffrage clause.

In 1891, Anthony’s sister Susan decided to settle permanently in Rochester, and the Political 
Equality Club (PEC) helped prepare the Anthony home for the Susan’s return. From then on, 
Anthony’s housekeeping chores were inextricably interwoven with women’s rights activism, and 
guests -- long term and short term -- streamed through constantly. Susan B. Anthony’s 
biographer wrote, ...friends often urge [the Anthony sisters] to hang out a sign -- The Wayside 
Inn -- for it is indeed a hostelry....There is always an extra plate on the table....[I]t is no 
uncommon thing for three or four guests to arrive a few minutes before supper in response to a 
pressing invitation from Miss [Susan] Anthony which she forgot to mention..., and the larder 
always has to be kept in a state of preparation for these ‘surprise parties.’ The three ‘spare 
beds’ often prove none too many for those who stay from one night to seven or more.



In 1893, Mary Anthony was elected corresponding secretary for the New York State Woman 
Suffrage Association (NYSWSA). That same year, the state’s suffragists decided to mount an 
all-out campaign to obtain the vote for New York’s women. The Anthony home became a 
campaign headquarters. Ida Husted Harper describes Anthony’s domestic situation at the time: 
The parlors became public offices; the guest chamber was transformed into a mailing 
department. Miss [Susan] Anthony’s study was an office by day and a bedroom by night; and 
even the dining-room and kitchen were invaded.

Anthony herself was in the midst of this activity, working "day and night from December, 1893, 
to July 1894, sending out thousands of letters, petition blanks, leaflets, and suffrage papers...." 
In addition to these unpaid duties (she declined a salary), Anthony also took charge of the local 
canvass of the city in her capacity as President of the PEC. Her results in this effort were 
lauded as among the best in the State.

In 1896, when Susan met Ida Husted Harper, a reporter covering the California campaign, the 
elder Anthony sister decided to have Harper return to Rochester and write her biography. The 
house at Madison Street (along with Mary Anthony) was again pressed into service, becoming 
a workplace for Harper and the stenographers who were hired.

On top of these duties for the sake of the suffrage cause, Anthony became increasingly 
indispensable to Susan’s daily life. She shopped for her famous sister, kept the house, did her 
errands, and helped her pack for her innumerable trips.

Anthony generally preferred to remain in the background, yet her tireless devotion to her sister 
and to the cause of women’s rights was recognized on the occasion of her seventieth birthday 
in 1897. There was a large celebration in her honor, impressive enough to be reported in the 
Democrat and Chronicle, the local newspaper. Speakers at the occasion included Jean Brooks 
Greenleaf and Rev. William C. Gannett. Among the gifts received was a purse containing $70 
and a diamond pin.

Anthony, a homeowner and taxpayer, believed that women should not have to support a 
government that did not allow them representation. While she paid her taxes, she wanted it 
recorded that they were "Paid under protest." During the year 1897 Anthony began to make 
written "Protests." In one of the Protests, dated 1901, Anthony stated that while she was paying 
her taxes, she believed "...that taxation without representation is just as great ‘tyranny’ 
today...as it was in 1776...." Her last Protest, written in 1907 (the year of her death) stated in 
part that she "still" protested "against helping to support a Government manifestly so unjust to 
one-half of its people."

In 1900, Anthony again proved herself both a reliable sister and worker for the cause of 
women’s rights, when she gave $2,000 to the University of Rochester, thereby helping to allow 
it to open its doors to women. Her sister, desperately seeking funds to meet the University’s 
deadline, had persuaded Anthony to give what she had intended to bequeath to the university 
should it become co-educational. Susan B. Anthony had urged her sister, "Give it now....Don’t 
wait or the girls may never be admitted."

Susan B. Anthony had tried unsuccessfully to convince her younger sister to venture abroad 
during the former’s trip to Europe in 1883. After much persuasion on the part of her older sister, 
Anthony did take a European trip in 1899. While there, she visited France, Italy, Germany, 



Switzerland, Ireland, Scotland and England, as well as attending a portion of the International 
Council of Women. In 1904, again at the urging of her older sister, Anthony made a second 
voyage overseas, this time to attend the International Council of Women in Berlin. When the 
International Woman Suffrage Alliance was formed during their visit to Berlin, Susan B. 
Anthony was declared its first member, and Miss Mary Anthony was unanimously declared its 
second.

Anthony’s suffrage work extended through her seventies and up until her death. In 1905, she 
traveled to Portland, Oregon with her sister to attend the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association (NAWSA) convention. There, at an evening session, she read the Declaration of 
Sentiments, which she had signed back in 1848. The same year, the sisters held an open 
house in their home for delegates to the NYSWSA Convention, held in Rochester (NY). In 
1906, she accompanied her sister Susan B. Anthony to Baltimore for the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) convention, held just over a month before her older 
sister died. An ailing Anthony traveled to Oregon shortly after Susan’s death -- at Susan’s 
request -- to help in that state’s campaign for a women’s suffrage amendment.

In October of 1906, Anthony attended her last suffrage convention, the NYSWSA meeting held 
in Syracuse, New York. On her deathbed she composed her final message to the NAWSA 
Convention, which was held in Chicago on February 14, 1907. She died at her home on 
February 7, 1907. Her funeral service was held at the Unitarian Church. She was buried next to 
her sister at Mount Hope Cemetery.

This essay is from the following website: http://winningthevote.org/F-MAnthony.html

AN UNSUNG ANTHONY
by Elizabeth Schmidt

One of the most visited graves in Mt. Hope Cemetery is that of Susan B. Anthony. Next to her 
lies her sister, Mary Anthony, seldom noticed or remembered by visitors, yet as Susan B. said 
many times, "Without Mary my work would have been impossible."

Mary, born on April 2, 1827, was rarely in the limelight, but her quiet involvement behind the 
scenes enabled Susan to carry on her work. Susan often acknowledged Mary's efforts in public 
and her words appeared in the Rochester newspapers and others. 

At the celebration of Mary's 70th birthday, her sister said, “I cannot tell how she has helped and 
sustained me. She has kept a home where I might come to rest. From the very beginning she 
has cheered and comforted me. She has looked after the great mass of details, my wardrobe, 
my business, etc., leaving me free."

Mary did all those things and also aided her financially at times and relieved her of some family 
responsibilities. The Anthony family was a close one, and at times of serious illness Susan 
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would return home to help care for the invalid, postponing or canceling tours and whatever else 
was on her schedule. When death seemed imminent for family members, she was there to hold 
their hands. But whenever she traveled, she knew Mary was home to handle whatever 
problems occurred and to notify her when necessary. Mary was generous, saving money in 
case Susan needed it, and there were times when she did. "Susan will need this. She will use it 
for doing what I can't do -- putting suffrage before the public."

Mary had a career outside of the home as a teacher and principal in the Rochester School 
System, her service totaling 26 years. After her retirement from education, the sisters spent 
more time together, and she would occasionally accompany Susan on her trips. Her sister said 
of Mary, “She, not I, is the suffrage pioneer in the family. She attended the first women's rights 
convention, and when I came home from teaching school I heard nothing but suffrage talk, and 
how lovely Lucrettia Mott was, and how sweet Elizabeth Cady Stanton was. I didn't believe in it 
then, and made fun of it, but Sister Mary was a firm advocate. My brother-in-law used to tell me 
that I could preach women's rights, but it took Mary to practice them.”

The first Women's Rights Convention was held July 19-20, 1848, in Seneca Falls, New York. A 
few weeks later it came to Rochester, and it was that meeting that Mary and her parents, 
Daniel and Lucy Anthony, attended. For several years Mary served on the state and local 
levels as corresponding secretary for the New York State Suffrage Association and president of 
the Rochester Political Equality Club. During one summer vacation, she worked in the New 
York City office of her sister's newspaper, The Revolution, which was then foundering due to 
financial difficulties. A test of her commitment to suffrage came in 1872. Mary and her sister, 
Guelma McLean and Hannah Mosher, accompanied Susan B. Anthony to the polls and voted. 
Eleven other women also voted at the same polling place that day, but only Susan B. Anthony, 
the leader, stood trial. Another 35 women, all of whom had previously registered, attempted to 
vote in Rochester but were turned away by the election inspectors.

After Susan B. Anthony's death in 1906, Mary, fulfilling her sister's request, traveled with Rev. 
Anna Howard Shaw on the long, tiring journey to Oregon to work on the suffrage campaign 
there. She worked hard at the Portland headquarters in what turned out to be a losing cause. 
The women of Oregon did not win the vote that year.

After Mary returned home, she became ill and never recovered. She died on February 5,1907. 
In her lifetime she had given her sister loyalty, devotion, and often a helping hand.

If you ever visit Susan B. Anthony's grave, pause and think for a few minutes about Mary. 
Remember, "Without Mary my work would have been impossible."

From the Epitaph

Quotations

"...taxation without representation is just as great ‘tyranny’ today...as it was in 1776...."
"...until we can establish equality between men and women we shall never realize the full 
development of which manhood and womanhood are capable."
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Location

Mary Anthony is buried in Section C, Lot 93 in the Daniel Anthony Family Plot.

Lot 93: Guelma Anthony McLean 
Lucy R. Anthony
Mary Anthony 
Lots 111-112: Helen Warren Brown
Lot 109: Margaret Woodbury Strong

Area Markers

Lot 103: Lutes / Fox Monument
Lot 135: G.S. Copeland


